Dental care coverage among older Americans.
Dental expenditures increased by almost $20 billion during the past twenty years. A contributing factor to this growth was the rapid proliferation of dental insurance. Unfortunately, dental care coverage is not uniformly distributed. For instance, while many younger Americans are offered assistance in paying for dental care through dental insurance, few older Americans are offered coverage because it is usually job related. Whereas several studies reported that dental care coverage is directly related to dental utilization, no significant empirical study of multiple factors has shown who is most likely to have dental insurance. The purpose of this study was to determine who is most apt to have dental insurance and what factors may influence or be related to having dental care coverage. Findings indicated that individuals with low income, large families, those having a poor health status, who are not married, are older, unemployed or female were least likely to have dental care coverage.